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I 
Notes. 

The exhibition of early engraving in America 
will continue in the Print Rooms until February 5. 
An exhibition of French Lithography will be 
opened about February 15, the examples shown 
being all selected from the Museum collection. 

Early in December last an experiment looking 
toward the new Museum, and one which may per- 
haps be the forerunner of more extensive tests, 
was undertaken in the coloring of the First Picture 
Gallery. Incidentally, some architectural modifi- 
cations of the old room were taken in hand with 
a view to finding a more becoming proportion 
between the extent of the wall and that of the 
picture surfaces. The results show a gallery not 
far removed in proportion from what may be con- 
sidered advantageous in a top-lit room of normal 
extent, but which in color may still be thought of 
indeterminate value. Such neutral backgrounds 
for pictures, now widespread in Europe, must by 
no means be taken to have supplanted the reds 
and violets of tradition ; rather they indicate an 
alternative essay in quest of new possibilities of 
installation. The color fixed upon here is the 
warm green often found in old Italian damasks, 
broken with a powder of darker and more neutral 
hue, with the purpose of gaining the depth and 
variety not afforded by single painted surfaces. 

Mr. Okakura-Kakuzo, of the Imperial Archaeo- 
logical Commission of Japan, who has been 
engaged for some months in the study of the 
Japanese and Chinese paintings at the Museum, 
gives in the present Bulletin his conclusions 
as to the quality and range of the collection. 
Mr. Okakura's testimony emphasizes the function 
which these paintings, and the Museum as their 
guardian, may in future perform in promoting in 
the Western world a sympathetic comprehension 
of Eastern art. 

During the months of November and Decem- 
ber the Museum was visited by 40,741 persons, 
or 1,528 more than in 1903, when the number was 
39,213. In these two months there occurred 
eight Sundays, on one of which, Christmas Day, 
the Museum was closed, leaving seven effective 
holidays, as compared with November and De- 
cember of last year, when there were nine. Sun- 
day visitors numbered 14,235 in November and 
December of this year and 18,580 for the same 
months last year. 



The total number of admissions to the Museum 
during the past year was 248,235, including 173,- 
188 on Saturdays and Sundays, when the Museum 
is open free, and 21,119 P a ^ admissions. The 
average number of Sunday visitors was 2,239. 
The figures in the preceding year were : Total, 
295,416; Saturdays and Sundays, 198,806; and 
3 1 ,523 paid admissions. The average on Sundays 
was 2,407. 

The number of free tickets issued during the 
year to admit teachers in public schools with 
their pupils on all days was 1,025. Annual 
tickets numbering 2,084 were granted to in- 
structors and students in colleges and schools; 
256 to artists; 567 to special students; and 76 
to classes, etc. The number of persons benefited 
and schools affected is greater than in previous 
years. 

The current expenses for the year were $82,- 
034.86. The total received for annual subscrip- 
tions amounted to $13,355, an amount greater by 
$418 than that of the previous year. 



Two Greek Marbles Recently Acquired. 




HEAD OF HOMER. 

Among the Greek marbles acquired by the 
Museum last year are two of exceptional im- 
portance. The first of these is the head of 



